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tion. They did so and brought back with them a copy of 
General Russell's report 

"That report should have reached marine headquarters 
in April and action should have taken place at once, but 
General Barnett never received it and I obtained the copy 
only when General Lejeune and General Butler brought it 
with them from Haiti this month." 

THE FUTURE 

H. J. Seligman, whose writings on the situation in Haiti 
first directed the attention of some Liberals and Radicals to 
acts which he believed to be indefensible, has said to- a 
New York Evening' Post intervieweT that he has no desire 
to see the marines withdrawn or the United States give over 
its trusteeship. He only wants decent treatment of the 
natives and actions by the United States consonant with its 
high-sounding professions of morality. 

Rear-Admiral Knapp, who has recently investigated con- 
ditions in Haiti, in a statement made public October 20, 
says that "all the good accomplished in Haiti as a result 
of American intervention will be lost if the United States 
withdraws its military forces for a great many years to 
come." He says that "the actions of some individual Ameri- 
cans may in some cases have been unworthy," but he also 
declares that "to hold the greater number of able and con- 
scientious American officials responsible for the actions of a 
few would be entirely unfair." 



MEXICO AND THE UNITED STATES 

During the provisional presidency of De la Huerta, and 
especially since the success of General Obregon in the presi- 
dential election, negotiations between the United States and 
Mexico looking to a settlement of outstanding issues have 
been under way, and with a spirit of good will on both 
sides. The internal stability of Mexico has been such as to 
encourage the Department of State in Washington to pro- 
ceed with alacrity toward a solution that would justify 
recognition of the new Mexican Government, and the mes- 
sengers sent from Mexico to Washington to arrange de- 
tails have shown tact and a willingness to admit the Ameri- 
can point of view. 

On October 29 Secretary Colby issued a statement, printed 
herewith, which pointed clearly to impending action by the 
United States that would almost certainly be followed by 
recognition of the incoming Obregon administration by 
Europe as well as by the United States. He explained that 
this course was predicated on pledges given by the De Huerta 
Government, through a special commissioner, Mr. R. V. 
Pesquiera, whose statement to the Department of State also 
is reprinted. 

Our readers will be interested to note the detail of this 
correspondence, which shows that the two republics are 
planning to leave to arbitral proceedings solution of matters 
not capable of settlement by diplomacy. 

MR. PESQUEIRA'S PLEDGES 

"Deab Mb. Secretary : 

"While the informal and frank conversations I have had 
with Mr. Norman Davis, the under- Secretary of State, have 
resulted in a cordial and thorough understanding, I beg the 
liberty of putting on paper the exact position and definite 
desires of my government. 

"As you know, and as the United States must see, it is a 
new Mexico that faces the world in pride and confidence. 
From border to border there is peace. Not a single rebel 



remains in arms against the federal government, and a 
whole nation thinks in terms of law and order and recon- 
struction. On September 5 our citizens cast their votes in 
due accord with democratic procedure, and Alvaro Obregon, 
the great soldier-statesman, chosen to be President, is sup- 
ported not only by a coalition of parties, but by a union of 
faith and patriotism. 

"What you may not know, however, is the new spirit that 
animates my country. It is not only the case that our men 
and women have come to a deep and lasting realization what 
Mexico owes to the idealism of President Wilson, so nobly 
and patiently exhibited in the unhappy years during which 
our oppressed millions fought against the injustices which 
weighed them down for centuries; it is equally true that 
they have thrilled to the world vision of the President his 
tremendous ideal of universal fraternity. 

"Mexico today is not merely planning a future of happi- 
ness and justice for all within her borders. Out of our new 
strength we are willing and eager to play our proper part in 
the creation of a new and better order that will lift ancient 
burdens from the back of humanity. 

"A first task, of course, is firm and enduring friendship 
between Mexico and the United States. Not only are we 
neighbors, but every other consideration points to the wis- 
dom of an understanding that goes beyond mere treaties 
and sinks its roots into the heart of each nation. We have 
the same political institutions, the same aspirations, the 
same ideals, the same goals. 

"Such a friendship is fast forming. The governors of 
Texas, New Mexico, and Arizona, your border States, have 
already stretched out the hand of friendship, voluntarily 
telegraphing the President as to their faith in the stability, 
honesty, and sincerity of. my government. 

"Our business is to set this friendship on foundations so 
firm that it cannot be shaken by the attack of reaction. 
Permit me, therefore, to deal in detail with certain slanders 
that have not only prejudiced the people of the United 
States, but which have aroused much bitterness in my own 
country. 

"Mexico cannot but feel deeply aggrieved over the charge 
that she intends or has ever intended to disavow her obli- 
gations. President de la Huerta as well as President-elect 
Obregon have on repeated occasions publicly declared that 
Mexico will respect all rightful claims, duly proved as such, 
submitting herself to the recognized principles of inter- 
national law. 

"The Mexican Government is prepared to establish a joint 
arbitration commission to pass upon and adjudicate the 
claims presented by foreigners on account of damages oc- 
casioned during the revolution. Any claim that cannot be 
adjusted by means of direct negotiations between the claim- 
ant and the Mexican Government will be submitted to the 
consideration of this commission, whose decisions will be 
deemed final and binding. 

"Mexico has likewise held that, in order to place inter- 
national relations on a solid foundation, the existence of a 
permanent machinery of arbitration is essential for the pur- 
pose of deciding any difference. As regards the United 
States specifically, Mexico has already expressed her inten- 
tion in Article XXI of the Treaty of Guadalupe Hidalgo and 
is prepared to enlarge and strengthen this machinery. 

"Our plan is to establish a national program based on 
order and justice. It is our firm belief that the people of 
North America are just as faithful to their own high ideals. 
Hence nothing could better shield the dignity of both re- 
publics, as nothing could be more efficacious for the con- 
tinuance of peaceful relations, than the operation of a com- 
mission of this nature, organized in accordance with recog- 
nized international practices. 

"This policy should be made permanent, and the Mexican 
Government desires to co-operate so far as may be needful 
toward this end. 

"Another cause of deep national resentment for the Mexi- 
can Government is the oft-repeated assertion that our laws 
are of a retroactive and confiscatory nature, and that our 
national program is based on a policy of confiscation. This 
is entirely groundless. Not one square yard of land has been 
confiscated in Mexico, not a single legitimate right of prop- 
erty has been annulled. Nor do we intend to deviate from 
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this fundamental policy. President de la Huerta and Presi- 
dent-elect Obregon have also made public declarations to 
the effect that Article XXVII of the Mexican Federal Con- 
stitution is not and must not be interpreted as retroactive 
or violative of valid property rights. 

"We are a proud people, and the source of our pride is as 
high a conception of national honor as was ever erected by 
any nation. Therefore, sir, when the Mexican Government 
declares that it is willing and ready to assume full responsi- 
bility for all of its international obligations, it is a solemn 
pledge that will be kept to the letter. 

"Present conditions in Mexico — the stability of the govern- 
ment, the spirit of the people — together with the plain state- 
ment of a sovereign people's purpose, all combine, it seems 
to me, to end misunderstanding, and I have the hope that 
your government will feel justified in recognizing the present 
government of Mexico and in resuming official relations in 
order that, with a spirit of true friendship and co-operation, 
we may look forward to the necessary rehabilitation of 
Mexico. 

"Please permit me to thank you for your courtesies and 
never-failing understanding. In the spirit of your great 
President, you have not lacked in the appreciation of our 
struggle for liberty, nor have you ever lost sight of the fact 
that the sovereignty of Mexico is the most sacred possession 
of our people. It is because of this attitude that I am able 
to write to you" in such frankness and such sureness that 
you will understand this letter to be no mere political over- 
ture, but the honest expression of an honest friendship. 
"Respectfully, 

"B. V. .Pesqueiba." 

SECRETARY COLBY'S COMMENT AND PROPHECY 

"The discussions which have for some time been in prog- 
ress with Mr. Pesqueira, representing the Mexican Govern- 
ment, give promise of a speedy and happy outcome. The 
letter which he has addressed to me, and which I am today 
giving out for publication, is a very significant, and I may 
add a very gratifying and reassuring, statement of the atti- 
tude and purposes of the new Government of Mexico. 

"Mr. Pesqueira came to Washington bearing the fullest 
powers to speak and act on behalf of his government and 
has exhibited throughout the course of the discussidns a 
complete realization of Mexico's international obligations, 
just as his letter reflects clearly the firm resolve of his 
government to discharge them. 

"I think I am warranted in saying that the Mexican ques- 
tion will soon cease to be a question at all, inasmuch as it 
is about to be answered, not only as it concerns the United 
States, but, indeed; the whole world as well. 

"The new Government of Mexico has given indications of 
stability, sincerity, and a creditable sensitiveness to its 
duties and their just performance. While the full protection 
of valid American interests, which is clearly enjoined upon 
us as a duty, has at all times been a matter of primary 
concern to us, I may say that on the part of this country 
there has been no attempt to prescribe rigid and definite 
terms upon which a recognition of the Mexican Government 
would be expressly conditioned. 

"This we have deemed wholly unnecessary, and the dis- 
avowal of the Mexican representative of any policy of repu- 
diation of obligation or confiscation of property or vested 
rights, either through retroactive legislation or future regu- 
lations, has the added value of being spontaneous and un- 
prompted. 

"There are certain pending matters in controversy between 
the two governments and our respective nationals, but these 
will be determined either by agreement or by the process of 
arbitration, to which Mexico is prepared to yield complete 
assent. 

"The letter of Mr. Pesqueira offers a basis upon which 
the preliminaries to recognition can confidently proceed, and 
I am hopeful that within a short time the sympathetic friend- 
ship and the patient forbearance which President Wilson 
has manifested toward the Mexican people during the long 
period of their internal disorders will be fully vindicated. 
The desire reflected in Mr. Pesqueira's letter for the confi- 
dence and amicable regard of the United States is fully 



reciprocated, and I am happy to believe that the last cloud 
upon the ancient friendship of the two peoples is soon to 
disappear." 



INTERNATIONAL NOTES 

The International Passport Conference, which 
sat in Paris during the latter part of October, had 
representatives of twenty-six nations present. Becom- 
mendations were made embodying changes which, if 
adopted by governments, will very markedly better con- 
ditions that have made travel more or less a nightmare 
for tourists and for business men since the war ceased; 
and by the beginning of the tourist season of 1921 it is 
hoped that Europe will have returned to something like 
its pre-war state, though from the standpoint of idealism 
even that was far from satisfactory. The conference 
adjourned to meet in Barcelona, Spain, in January, 
when it is hoped that final action can be taken in the 
light of sympathetic co-operation by governments. 
Though the United States was not represented at this 
conference, its findings are to be sent to the Department 
of State, and the requisite action is expected from the 
Western Eepublic. Post-war restrictions in this realm 
have been partly due to fear, partly to a desire to in- 
crease national income by excessive fees, and partly to 
the existence of the Eussian propaganda using persons 
who deliberately practice fraud. 

Seduction of navies, following the Peace Conference, 
has not proceeded apace save where compulsory, as with 
Germany. Great Britain, to her credit, seems to be 
going about it in a more thoroughgoing fashion than any 
of the Allies, though even in her case it is more a process 
of "scrapping" outgrown or wornout craft than it is any- 
serious diminution of her fighting strength. Chile has 
been conspicuous in this form of merchandising with 
Great Britain. In Japan and in the United States there 
has been steady incr-ease of the navy, and these rivals in 
Pacific waters are proceeding on programs involving 
heavier taxation to meet new construction. The United 
States has advertised for sale five war ships which saw 
service in the Spanish-American war, and also a rather 
large fleet of small auxiliary craft used during the late 
war for scouting and similar service. The latter will 
find purchasers in the home market. The war ships may 
go, as some of Great Britain's have, to the lesser powers. 
Early in November the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of 
Holland announced that Holland, relying on the League 
of Nations to proceed with its disarmament plans, 
planned at once to reduce its already small naval force. 

The egoism of thf> Caucasian is well described by 
Sir Henry Johnston, writing in the Manchester Guardian 
and reviewing Lothrop Stoddard's book, "The Eising 
Tide of Color Against White World Supremacy." There 
is no Briton who knows better the facts and the implica- 
tions of race contacts within the British Empire than 
this veteran civil servant, student of the sciences, and 
writer of clever novels. He says : 

The colored people have acquired, through the missionary, 
the white man's education and knowledge. They are refusing 
serfdom ; they are aspiring to equality of status and oppor- 
tunity. There would be little to terrify us in all this were 



